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or the Parsees, cannot fail to raise in England an impression
quite at variance with the truth. For ^toaaust fix in the minds
of an English audience the popular notion of an inflexible
stationary creed, confined, like a stagnant pool inside a* stone
basin, within a set of beliefs and customs into which certain
Indians are born by the accident that their parents -were born
in it and practised the ritual duly, but into which no one has
for generations entered or is now allowed to enter who was
not thus born within the pale. But this as a definition of
Brahmanism would be only part of the whole, truth, and not
the part which concerns our present discussion. If by Brah-
manism we understand that religion of the Hindus which refers
for its orthodoxy to Brahmanic scriptures and tradition, which
adores the Brahmanic gods and their incarnations, venerates
the cow, observes certain rules of intermarriage and the .shar-
ing of food, and which regards the Brahman's presence as
necessary to all essential rites, then* this religion can hardly
be called non-missionary in the sense of stagnation and exclu-
sive immobility, because it still proselytizes in two very effective
modes.

The first of these modes is the gradual Brahmanizing of the
aboriginal, non-Aryan, or casteless tribes* The clans and
races which inhabit the hill tracts, the outlying uplands, and
the uncleared jungle districts of India, are melting into Hindu-
ism all over India by a process much more rapid and effective
than individual conversions. Among all these aboriginal or
non-Aryan communities a continued social change is going
on; they alter their modes of life to suit improved conditions
of existence; their languages decay, and they gradually go
over to the dominant Aryan rituals. They pass into Brah-
manists by a natural upward transition, which leads them to
adopt the religion of the castes immediately above them in the
social scale of the composite population among which they
settle down. And we may reasonably guess that this process
has been working for centuries; though it is likely to have
been mttch more rapid than ever under British rule. The
"ethnical frontier " described in the Annals of Bural Bengal
is an ever-breaking shore of primitive beliefs which tumble